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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM AUSTIN HUNTER 

 

Do you support the Bill’s aim to end physical punishment of children by parents or carers? 

No, I do not support this for reasons such as the following examples I would provide:- 

1. There is already a significant decline within society of respect for fellow-citizens at all 

levels. It appears that the lack of respect for parents would be further undermined by 

creating the criminalisation of the disciplining of children including appropriate 

smacking if required. 

2. The proposed action is unlikely to have any significant effect on the minority of 

parents who wrongly abuse children, as they themselves appear to have some 

disregard for authority. 

3. If the proposed action was to be implemented, it is likely to direct limited resources to 

deal with technical breaches and to waste police and social work resources on trivial 

matters. 

4. Much of the law-abiding population already lives in fear of those who have an utter 

disregard for the value of life and who represent a real a threat in daily living. The 

Government should take action to reinforce all possible deterrents to the murdering 

and maiming of victims which now appears to be regarded as a part of daily life in 

our country. 

5. There are other countries where respect for fellow citizens is shown at a much higher 

level, regrettably, than in our own. The proposed politically correct measures under 

the Bill simply divert attention from the real need to enforce deterrents to the serious 

crime that appears to be steadily worsening. 

6. Nothing in the proposed measures is likely to contribute a positive benefit to the 

continually declining standards within our society. 

7. There is already provision within existing law to protect children from assault. It is 

therefore grossly misleading to promote this legislation under a title that suggests 

that it is needed to provide protection from assault. 

For the above reasons, I am unable to support the Bill. As indicated above, I would 

encourage the tightening and enforcing of the law against the unacceptable level of serious 

crime that appears to be treated lightly on a daily basis. 

 


